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PROSE 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 7.  The I nvent ion of  Vita- Wonk 

 

 

 

 

Wonka- Vit e and it s I mpact  

         Mr  Willy Wonka, t he owner  of  t he chocolat e f act or y has decided t o invent  Wonka-Vit e. 

This will make people younger , but  it  is t oo st r ong. Af t er  t aking t his, t her e is a r apid decr ease 

in age, some people have disappear ed because t heir  age has r eached in Minus! One per son’s age 

has become minus 87 so he needs t o wait  f or  87 year s t o be visible t o ot her s. Mr  Wonka must  

invent  a new t hing t o r ever se t hese changes. 

I ngredient s f or Vita- Wonk 

 I nside t he chocolat e f act or y Mr  Wonka is sear ching f or  a new r ecipe which will make 

people older . He asked Char lie about  t he oldest  t hing in t he wor ld? Char li’s r eply was a t r ee.        

Mr . Wonka added t hat  it  is t he Br ist lecone pine t r ees gr owing in t he slopes of  wheeler  Peak in 

Nevada, USA is t he  t r ee t hat  lives longer  t han anyt hing else.  Mr  Wonka t hen went  int o t he 

Gr eat  glass Elevat or  t o t r avel acr oss t he wor ld t o collect  it ems f r om some of  t he oldest  living 

t hings. 

He collect ed a pint  of  sap f r om a 4000 year s Br ist lecone pine t r ee, t oe-nail clippings 

f r om 168 year s old Russian Far mer , an egg laid by a 200 year s old t or t oise, t he t ail of  51 year s 

old hor se and so on. I n his I nvent ing Room af t er  wor king wit h all t hese element s f or  hour s, he 

pr epar ed a cupf ul of  oily black liquid. He gave f our  dr ops of  it  t o a 20 year s old Oompa - Loompa 

volunt eer . Char lie asked what  happened af t er  t hat . Mr . Wonka inf or med him t hat  t he cr eat ur e 

af t er  a bit  of  shiver ing and wr inkling became a 75 year s old and he conf ir med t he invent ion of  

Vit a-Wonk t o Char lie. 
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NCERT Folder 
 

 

 

 

(NCERT Page 60) 

1.  Choose t he right  answer.  

(i) Mr Wily Wonka is 

(a) A cook                   (b) an invent or c) a manager 

(b) an invent or  

(ii) Wonka- Vit e make people 

(a) Older              (b) younger 

 (b) younger  

(iii) Mr Wonka want s t o invent  a new t hing which will make people  

(a) Younger                  (b) older 

(b) older  

2.  Can anyone’s age be a minus number? What  does ‘minus 87’ mean? 

No, age cannot  be in minus because we all st ar t  gr owing up f r om t he moment  we st ar t  

gr owing up f r om t he moment  we ar e bor n. ‘Minus 87’ means t he man is 87 year s back t o 

his act ual age. 

3.  Mr Wonka begins by asking himself  t wo quest ions.  What  are they? 

(i) What  is………………? 

(ii) What  lives……………………? 

 (i) What  is t he oldest  t hing in t he wor ld? 

 (ii) What  lives linger  t han anyt hing else? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check - 1  
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(NCERT Page 102) 

1.  (i) What  t rees does Mr Wonka ment ion? Which t ree does he say lives t he 

 longest ? 

(ii) How long does this t ree live? Where can you f ind it ? 

(i) Mr  Wonka ment ions f ir , oak, cedar  and Br ist lecone pine t r ees lives t he longest .  

(ii) Br ist lecone pine lives f or  over  4000 year s and one can f ind t hem upon t he slopes of  

Wheeler  Peak in Nevada, USA. 

2.  How many of  t he oldest  living thing can you remember f rom Mr Wonka’s list ? (Don’t  

look back at  the st ory! ) Do you t hink all t hese t hings really exist ,  or are some of  

t hem purely imaginary? 

 Mr  Wonka has ment ioned some ver y oldest  t hings. 

He sad he had collect ed a pint  a pint  of  sap f r om a 4000 year s Br ist lecone pine t r ee,t oe-

nail clippingsf r om a 168 year sold Russian Far mer , an egg laid by  200 year s old t or t oise, 

t he t ail of  51 year sold hor se, whisker s of  a 36 year s old cat  called Cr umpet s, a f lea t hat  

lived on Cr umpet s f or  36 year s, t ail of  a 207 year s old r at , t he black t eet h of  a 97 year s 

old Gr imalkin and knucklebones of  a 700 year s old cat t alo. 

Ver y f ew of  t hese t hings would have r eally exist ed, a maj or it y of  t hem ar e pur ely 

imaginar y. 

3.  Why does Mr Wonka collect  it ems f rom the oldest  things? Do you t hink this is the 

right  way t o begin his invent ion? 

 Mr  Wonka want ed t o cr eat e an it em t hat  wil make people older  so he collect ed 

it ems f r om t he oldest  t hings. This is in f act  a f oolish way t o begin an invent ion. 

4.  What  happens t o the volunt eer who swallows f our drops of  t he new invent ion? What  

is t he name of  the invent ion? 

 The Oompa-Loompa volunt eer s was 20 year s old bef or e swallowing t he dr ops, he 

became 75 year s old af t er  it . The invent ion is name Vit a-Wonk. 

 

 

Working wit h t he Text  
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(NCERT Page103 and 104) 

1.  What  do you call these insect s in your language? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add t o t his list  the names of  some inset s in common in your area.   

 Please wr it e t her e Hindi names your self . Beet le, Honeybee, Spider , Bee, But t er f ly 

and Mot h ar e some of  t he insect s f ound in our  ar ea. 

2.  Fill in the blanks in t he recipe given below wit h words f rom the box.  

 

 

 

 

 

Easy palak Dal 

I NGREDI ENTS 

* One…………. 

 One cup dal 

 Two t hin gr een chillies 

 …………. A t easpoon r ed chilli powder . 

 Eight  small bunches of  palak. 

* Two………………. 

 Salt  t o t ast e 

Wash and cut  t he veget ables;………… t he palak. Put  ever yt hing in a pr essur e……….. Let  t he 

cooker  whist le t hr ee …………., t hen swit ch it  of f . Fr y a f ew cumin seeds in………. and add t o 

t he palakn - dal. 

Working wit h Language 

shr ed   cooker  

t imes   t omat oes 

half  onion  oil 
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Ans.  I NGREDI ENTS 

     *One onion 

     *One cup dal 

     * Two t hin gr een chillies 

     * Half  a t easpoon r ed chilli powder  

     *Eight  small bunch of  palak 

     * Two t omat oes 

     * Salt  t o t ast e 

Wash and cut  t he veget ables; shr ed t he palak. Put  ever yt hing in a pr essur e Cooker . Let  

t he cooker  whist le t hr ee t imes, t hen swit ch it  of f . Fr y a f ew cumin seeds in oil and add 

t o t he palak-dal. 

3. A ‘f amily t ree’ is a diagram t hat  shows t he relat ionship bet ween the dif f erent  

members of  a f amily.  Fill in t he f amily t ree below wit h names,  ages an ot her det ails 

you t hink are relevant  (you may even st ick phot ographs,  if  you have them).  Put  your 

f amily t rees up in t he class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Do it  yourself .  
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(NCERT Page 105) 

Using Do f or  Emphasis 

Char lie asks, “What  did happen?” 

This is a way of  asking quest ion “What  happened?” wit h emphasis. 

Given below are a f ew emphat ic ut t erances.  Say t hem t o your part ner.  Let  your 

part ner repeat  your ut t erance without  t he emphasis.  Your part ner may also add 

somet hing t o show she/ he disagrees wit h you.  

YOU        :   I  did st udy.  

PARTNER  :   You studied I  don’t  believe 

YOU        :  Look at  your MARKS 

YOU        :  I  did go there 

PARTNER   :  You went  there? Then…….  

YOU         :  I  do play games.  

PARTNER   :…………… 

YOU         :  He does read his books.  

PARTNER   :  …………… 

YOU        :  You do say the most  unbelievable t hings! 

PARTNER    :  ……….  

YOU          :The Earth does spin around.  

PARTNER    :…………… 

YOU          :We all do want  you t o come wit h us.  

PARTNER    :…………. .  

YOU          :Who does know how t o cook? 

PARTNER    :……… 

YOU          : I  do believe that  man is thief .  

PARTNER    :………… 

YOU           : I  did st udy 

PARTNER   : You st udied I  don’t  believe you Look at  your  mar ks! 

YOU            : I  did go t her e 

PARTNER    :You went  t her e? Then how come I  didn’t  see you? 

Speaking 
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YOU            :I  do play games. 

PARTNER: You play games? Then why don’t  you t ake par t  in Spor t s Day?                                 

YOU       : He does r eads hid books. 

PARTNER :I  don’t  t hink so, because he couldn’t  answer  my quest ions. 

YOU       :You do say t he most  unbelievable t hings! 

PARTNER  : What  makes you t hink so? 

YOU:The Ear t h does spin ar ound. 

PARTNER  :I t  spins? Then why don’t  I  f eel t hat ? 

YOU:We all do want  you t o come wit h us. 

PARTNER  : I s it ?  Then why no one invit ed me? 

YOU : Who does know how t o cook? 

PARTNER: Not  sur e, but  I  don’t  know. 

YOU: I  do believe t hat  man is a t hief . 

PARTNER : I t  is har d t o believe because he looks so innocent . 

 

 

 

 

(NCERT Page 106) 

1.  (i) Make a list  of  the t rees Mr Wonka ment ions.  Where do these t rees  grow? Try 

t o f ind out  f rom an encyclopaedia.  Writ e a short   paragraph about  t wo or three 

of  t hese t rees.  

(ii) Name some large t rees commonly f ound in your area.  Find out   somet hing about  

t hem (How old are t hey? who planted them? Do  birds eat  t heir f ruit s),  and 

writ e t wo or three sent ences about   each of  them.  

  (i) Mr  Wonka ment ioned t he name of  t he f ollowing t r ees  

(a) Douglas Fir              (b)Oak 

(b) Cedar                     (d) Br ist lecone Pine 

Douglas Fir  is nat ive t r ee of  West er n Nor t h Amer ica. I t s scient if ic name is Pseudot suga 

menisci. I t  is also called Or egon pine or  Douglas spr uce. I t  is named in honour  of  David  

Writ ing 
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Douglas. He was a Scot t ish bot anist  and a collect or  and was t he f ir st  one t o r epor t  about  

t he nat ur e and pot ent ial of  t he species. 

Oak t r ees ar e nat ive of  Nor t her n hemispher e and include deciduous and ever gr een 

species. 

 I t  is f ound in abundance in Nor t her n Amer ica wit h over  90 species f ound in                  

Unit ed St at es and 160 in Mexico. Oak wood has a wide applicat ion because of  it s 

r esist ance t o f ungal and insect  at t ack. 

 Cedar  t r ees ar e f ound in abundance all acr oss t he wor ld. Cedar  woods have a wide 

applicat ion like used t o make pencils. Aust r alian r ed cedar  is highly valued and is used f or  

making f ur nit ur e and shipbuilding. 

 Br ist lecone pine t r ees have some species t hat  ar e mor e t han 5000 year  old and ar e 

t he oldest  known individuals of  any species. The t r ee got  it s name f r om t he pr ickles on 

t he f emale cones. They ar e f ound in abundance in Unit ed St at es of  Amer ica. 

(ii) Some of  t he commonly f ound t r ees in our  ar ea include eucalypt us mango, neem, pipal 

and banyan t r ees.  Eucalypt us t r ees ar e ver y t all in st r uct ur e. They have medicinal 

pr oper t ies and ar e available in lar ge number  in our  ar ea. 

 Mango t r ees ar e gener ally plant ed in houses f or  t heir  use in r eligious pur pose. I t  is 

also plant ed in lar ge number s f or  t he f r uit . Neem is f ound in houses as well as par ks. 

They have medicinal pr oper t ies and is widely scat t er ed in all acr oss sour  ar ea. Papal and 

banyan t r ees ar e most ly f ound in t emples. They ar e wor shipped by Hindus. Some of  

t hese t r ees ar e over  100 year s old. 

2.  Find out  somet hing int erest ing about  age or growing old and writ e a paragraph about  

it .  Following are a f ew t opics as suggest ed as examples.  

 The age prof ile of  a count ry’s populat ion- does it  have more young people t han old 

people or vice versa? What  are the consequences of  t his? 

 How can we tell how old a t ree,  a horse,  or a rock is? 

 What  is the ‘lif e expect ancy of  various living t hings and various populat ion(how long 

can t hey reasonably expect  t o live)? 

All living beings st ar t  ageing f r om t he moment  t hey ar e bor n. The best  par t  wit h t he 

pr ocess of  gr owing old is t hat  we ar e able t o wit ness many changes. I ndia is one of  t he 

most  populous nat ions in t he wor ld. I n I ndia we have mor e of  yout h populat ion t han old 

people. 
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Chapt er Pract ice 

I t  incr eases t he pr oduct ivit y and ear ning capacit y in t he societ y. We can guess t he age 

of  a t r ee by count ing t he r ings in it s t r unk. The age of  r ock and hor se can be ident if ied 

by car bon dat ing pr ocess. Micr oor ganisms have t he shor t est  lif e cycle. 

I nsect s t oo live a shor t  lif e. Animals like elephant  and t or t oise live mor e t hat  100 year s. 

Lif e expect ancy of  human is ar ound 85 year s. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  According t o Charlie,  what  lives t he longest .  

  Accor ding t o Char lie a t r ee lives t he longest . 

2.  Brist lecone pine t rees live the longest .  Whom did Mr Wonka asked Charlie t o 

conf irm his f act  wit h? 

  Mr . Wonka asked Char lie t o conf ir m t his f act  wit h any  dendr ochr onologist . 

3.  What  was unique about  t he Great  Glass Elevat or? 

  Mr  Wonka used t o t r avel acr oss t he wor ld in t he Gr eat  Glass Elevat or . 

4.  Whose knucklebones were collect ed by Willy Wonka? 

 Mr  Willy Wonka collect ed t he knucklebones of  a 700 year s old Gr imalkin t hat  

lived in a cave on Mount  Popocat epet l. 

5.  Where did t he old f lea collect ed by Mr Wonka live? 

 The old f lea used t o live on Cr umpet s t hat  was a 36 year s old cat . 

6.  What  was special about  t he Arabian horse? 

  The Ar abian hor se lived f or  5 year s which is quit e unusual f or  any nor mal hor se. 

7.  Mr Wonka collected whose t oe- nail? 

 Mr  Wonka collect ed t he t oe-nail clipping of  a 168 year s old Russian f ar mer  called 

Pet r ovit ch Gr egor ovit ch.  

 

 

8.  How did Mr Wonka collected all t hose ancient  it ems? 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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 Mr  Wonka went  all acr oss t he wor ld in his Gr eat  Glass Elevat or  t o collect  all 

t hose ancient  t hings. 

9.  Where did Mr Wonka carry on his experiment s? 

 Mr  Wonka car r ied on his exper iment s in his invent ing r oom. 

10 On whom did Mr Wonka t est ed t he oily black liquid? 

 Mr  Wonka t est ed t he oily black liquid over  an Oompa-Loompa volunt eer . 

 

 

 

1.  What  was the need f or Mr Wonka t o invent  Vit a- Wonk? 

  Vit a-Wonk had gone wr ong. Af t er  t aking it  many people have gr own younger  t o an 

ext ent  t hat  t heir  ages have gone in minus. All such people have disappear ed and will be 

back only af t er  t hey spend all t hose minus year s being invisible. To alt er  t hese changes 

Mr  Wonka decided t o invent  a new dr ug which will help people t o gr ow older . 

2.  Name f ive ancient  t hings collected by Mr Wonka 

 Mr  Wonka collect ed a pint  of  sap f r om a 4000 year s old cat  Br ist lecone pine t r ee, 

whisker s of  a 36 year s old cat  called Cr umpet s, an egg laid by a 200 year s old t or t oise 

t hat  belonged t o t he King of  Tonga. 

He also collect ed t ail of  207 year s old r at  f r om Tibet  and t ail of  51 year s old hor se in 

Ar abia. 

3.  What  happened t o t he Oompa- Loompa volunteer af t er taking t he drops of  Vita-

 Wonk? 

 Af t er  t aking dr ops of  Vit a-Wonk, t he Oompa-loompa volunt eer  began t o wr inkle and 

shr ivel. I t s hair  st ar t ed f alling. 

 Wit hin no while t he changes wer e visible and he became an old man who looked 

ar ound 75 year s old. 

 

 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  Describe Mr Wonka.  

 Mr  Willy Wonka was a st r ange man. He used t o make all st r ange invent ions. He had a 

subor dinat e called Char lie. Ther e was Oompa-Loompa volunt eer s on whom he used t o 

car r y out  t he t est ing of  his invent ions. 

He had an I nvent ing Room wher e he car r ied out  all such myst er ious wor ks. 

He had ear lier  invent ed Wonka-Vit e t hat  had made people younger  t o an ext ent  t hat  

t heir  ages have gone int o minus and t hey have become invisible. 

He t hen invent ed Vit a-Wonk af t er  collect ing ancient  it ems f r om acr oss t he wor ld which 

could help people gr ow older . 

2.  Describe the process of  invent ion of  Vita- Wonk.  

 Mr  Wily Wonka t r avelled acr oss t he globe in his Gr eat  Glass Elevat or  t o collect  

it ems f or Vit a-wonk.  He collect ed samples f r om some of  t he oldest  living cr eat ur es in 

t he wor ld. He mixed t hese it ems, boiled and bubbled t hem sever al t imes in his invent ing 

r oom and t hen invent ion a one t iny cupf ul of  an oily black liquid. He t est ed t his on a 20 

year s old Oompa - Loompa volunt eer  and wit hin minut es it  t ur ned int o a 75 year s old 

cr eat ur e. This was how Vit a-Wonk was discover ed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Direct ions (Q. Nos.  1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing 

quest ions.  

“So once again I  rolled up my sleeves and set  t o work.  Once again I  squeezed my 

brain,  searching f or t he new recipe……… I  had t o create age…….  To make people 

old…. . old…. older,  oldest ……. ”ha- ha!” I  cried f or now t he ideas were beginning t o 

come.  “what  is the oldest  living t hing in the world? What  lives longer t han anyt hing 

else?” 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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1.  Name t he speaker in the above lines.  

 Mr  Wily Wonka is t he speaker  in t he above lines. 

2.  Who is he talking t o? 

 He is t alking t o Char lie. 

3.  Why he needs t o work? 

 He needs t o invent  a new dr ug t hat  could help people gr ow older  and alt er  t he 

changes done by Wonka-Vit e. 

4.  What  is the new recipe he is searching f or? 

(a) Recipe f or Wonka- Vite 

(b) Recipe f or Vita- Wonk 

(c) Recipe f or chocolat es  

(d)  None of  t he above 

 (b) Recipe f or  Vit a Wonk. 

5.  What  is the oldest  living thing in the world? 

  (a) Cedar   (b) Oak (c) Br ist lecone Pine        (d) Fir  

 (c)   Br ist lecone Pine 

6.  What  lives longer than anything else? 

 (a) Cat t aloo          (b) Cr umpet s  (c) Pet r ovit ch Gr egor ovot ch   (d) Tr ees 

 (d) Tr ees 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos.  7- 12) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer t he f ollowing quest ions.  

 “All over  t he wor ld, Char lie,” Mr  Wonka went  on “I  t r acked down ver y od and ancient  

animals and t ook an impor t ant  lit t le bit  of  somet hing f r om each one of  t hem-a hair  or  an 

eyebr ow or  somet imes it  was no mor e t han an ounce or  t wo of  t he j am scr aped f r om 

bet ween it s t oes while it  was sleeping. I  t r acked down t he whist le-pig, t he Bobolink, t he 

skr ock, t he Polly f r og, t he Giant  Cur licue, t he St inging Slug and t he Venomous Squer kle 

who can spit  poison r ight  int o your  eye f r om f if t y yar ds away. But  t her e’s no t ie t o t ell 

you about  t hem all now, Char lie. 

1.  What  is the qualit y of  venomous squerkle that  has been t alked about  in the 

 passage? 

 A venomous squer kle can spit  poison r ight  int o on eye f r om 50 yar ds away. 

Ext ract  2 
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2.  What  does Mr Wonka say that  he has no t ime t o tell about ? To whom does he say 

 t his? 

 Mr  Wonka t ells Char les t hat  he had obser ved and st udied many of  ver y old and 

ancient  animals and collect ed some par t s of  t heir  bodies. But  he didn’t  have t ime t o t ell 

in det ail about  his expedit ion. 

3.  How did t he produce his magic liquid? 

 He t ook some body par t s of  all ver y old animals and boiled t hem t oget her . This is 

how he pr oduced t he magic liquid. 

4.  Where did Mr Wonka take the j am f rom? 

(a)  Fr om t he st ings of  venomous cur licue 

(b) Fr om t he paws of  whist le pig 

(c)  Fr om bet ween t he t oes of  an animal when it  was sleeping 

(d) Fr om t he mout h of  t he animals when t hey wer e awaken. 

  (c) Fr om t he bet ween t he t oes of  an animal when it  was sleeping. 

5.  Which part s of  t he animal body did Mr Wonka collect ? 

 (a) Toes and f inger s       (b) Tongue or  st ing 

 (c) A hair  or  an eyebr ow    (d) An eye or  an ear  

  (b) Tongue or  st ing 

6.  Which of  the f ollowing animals has not  been ment ioned by Mr Wonka? 

(a) Giant  cur licue           (b) A blue whale 

(b) The bobolink             (d) The st inging slug 

Ans.  (b) A blue whale 

 

 


